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Scythe By Neal Shusterman©2017
RL:  6.5 Pts. 17 Words 102,433
In a world where disease has been eliminated, the only 
way to die is to be gleaned by professional scythes. Two 
teens must compete to become a scythe, a position 
neither of them wants. The plot contains mild profanity 
and violence. Book #1

Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie By Jordan Sonnenblick

©2012 

RL:  5.9 Pts. 8 Words 49066
The life of eighth-grader Steven Alper, already 
complicated by his friendship with two girls and a 
prodigious talent for drumming, is turned upside down 
when his five-year-old brother Jeffrey is diagnosed with 
leukemia.

Freak the Mighty by Rodman Philbrick ©1993
RL: 5.5 Pts. 5 Words 35442
At the beginning of eighth grade, learning disabled Max 
and his new friend, Freak, whose birth defect has affected 
his body, but not his brilliant mind find that when they 
combine forces, they make a brilliant team.

The Walk On By John Feinstein ©2014
RL: 5.2 Pts. 13 Words 86661
After moving to a new town, freshman Alex Myers is 
happy to win a spot on the varsity team as a quarterback 
but must deal with the idea of not playing, since the first-
string quarterback is a local hero. The plot contains 
profanity. Book #1

The Warden's Daughter By Jerry Spinelli ©2017
RL: 4.0 Pts. 9 Words 62344
Cammie O'Reilly lives in an apartment above the entrance 
to the Hancock County Prison and also lives in a prison of 
grief and anger about the mother who died saving her 
from harm.

Lone Stars By Mike Lupica ©2017
RL: 5.3 Pts. 9  Words 56533
When Coach Coop, a former star player for the Dallas 
Cowboys, exhibits side effects from the many 
concussions he suffered while playing professionally, 
twelve-year-old Clay Hollis becomes determined to help 
him get through the football season.

Cinder By Marissa Meyer ©2013
RL:  5.8 Pts. 14 Words 87661
In this futuristic take on Cinderella, plague ravages the 
overcrowded Earth. Cinder, a gifted cyborg, becomes 
involved with handsome Prince Kai and must uncover 
secrets about her past in order to protect the world. The 
plot contains violence. Book #1

The Testing By Joelle Charbonneau ©2012
RL:  5.6 Pts. 15 Words 94872
Sixteen-year-old Malencia (Cia) Vale is chosen to 
participate in The Testing to attend the University, but 
she is fearful when she figures out that her friends who 
do not pass The Testing disappear. Book 1

Framed  by James Ponti ©2016
RL:  5.0  Pts. 8 Words 55705
In Washington, DC, twelve-year-old Florian Bates, a 
consulting detective for the FBI, and his best friend 
Margaret help thwart the biggest art heist in United 
States history. Book #1

Masterminds By Gordon Korman ©2015 

RL: 5.2 Pts. 10 Words 62850 

In the too-perfect setting of Serenity, New Mexico, Eli 
Frieden and twenty-nine other kids discover they were 
cloned from the DNA of some of the greatest criminal 
masterminds in history for a sociological experiment.  
Book #1 

Middle School, the Worst Years of My Life By James 

Patterson and Chris Tebbetts ©2012 

RL: 4.5 Pts. 4 Words 30992 

When Rafe enters middle school, he teams up with his 
best friend to create a game to make school more fun by 
trying to break every rule in the school's code of conduct. 
The plot contains violence. Book #1 

The Young Elites By Marie Lu ©2014
RL: 5.3 Pts. 14 Words 88368
Some survivors of the blood fever are rumored to have 
special powers.  Scorned and hunted, Adelina is one of 
these.  But, do her compatriots seek justice or revenge?  
This plot contains mild violence.  Book #1 

Here are some authors 
we recommend: 

Kiera Cass, Sarah Dessen, Mike Lupica,
Jake Maddox, Gordan Korman, and 

Stuart Gibbs, James Patterson.

The fifteen 2018-2019 Sunshine 
State Young Reader’s Award Nom-
inee titles will also be included as 
part of the summer reading list.  

To obtain the 6-8th grade list,
please visit  

https:/www.floridamediaed.org/
ssyra-6-8-resources.html

You may also check the Blankner 
website. 

http://schoolcollaboration.ocps.net/school/ebl/SitePages/Home.aspx
http://schoolcollaboration.ocps.net/school/ebl/SitePages/Home.aspx


Summer Reading 

Requirements: 

Students who are enrolled in Regular ELA 
should read one title and complete the 
bookmark assignment. 
Students who are enrolled in Advanced 
ELA should read two titles and complete a 
bookmark assignment for each book. 

http://www.floridamedia.org/
default.asp?page=ssyrahome 

After reading each book, students will com-
plete the Bookmark Assignment.  This 
summer reading assignment is due the first 
Friday (August 17) of the 2018-2019school 
year.  Students may take the AR tests for 
their summer reading novels.  However, 
this is NOT required and is NOT a part of 
the summer reading grade.  If a student 
wishes to test, the AR points will count for 
the 1st grading period.  These will be the 
only summer reading AR tests allowed.  

Summer reading information was sent 
home with each rising 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade student.  Forms and an example book 
mark are also on the Blankner website.  

Blankner School 
2500 South Mills Avenue 
Orlando, FL 32806 
407-245-1720
http://www.blankner.ocps.net
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OCPS Summer  
Reading Resources 

at 
SummerReading.ocps.net 

Book lists, contests, online resources and 
more. 

Orange County Public Library  Summer 
Reading Program 

More info at: 
ocls.info/tween and ocls.info/srpteens  

407.835.7323 

Need more information?
Contact the Middle School ELA teachers:

6th grade - moira.kelly@ocps.net
7th grade - kathlyne.boslet@ocps.net 
8th grade - ashley.knott@ocps.net

We hope that you enjoy your summer.  
Take the this time to relax and foster 

your love of literature.  We look forward 
to seeing you all in August.  

Happy Reading!  

http://schoolcollaboration.ocps.net/school/ebl/SitePages/Home.aspx
http://schoolcollaboration.ocps.net/school/ebl/SitePages/Home.aspx
http://www.summerreading.ocps.net/
http://www.summerreading.ocps.net



